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 … being five years old, having someone come into your home and tell you that to keep 

you safe you are going to go live with strangers.  In an instant the child’s life is full of them: social 

workers, therapists, police, foster parents and more.  While each person has a very specific role to 

play in ensuring the child’s safety, only one person is mandated to look after every aspect of a child’s 

life and report their findings and recommendations to the judge.  That person is a Court Appointed 

Special Advocate, or CASA. 

 

CASAs are trained volunteers appointed by the court to watch over and advocate for an abused or 

neglected child who is living in foster care.  They make sure “their” child doesn’t get lost in our over-

burdened social service system.  For many abused children, their CASA is the one constant adult 

presence in their lives.  Their CASA learns of their medical, dental, educational and mental health 

needs and advocates for those needs to be met.  Judges value the information provided by the CASA 

volunteers when making difficult decisions regarding a child’s future.  CASAs provide a service no 

other agency or system offers. 

 

In Marion County alone, there are over 500 children who 

need a CASA by their side – our volunteers are 

currently serving only 11% of our kids. 

 

To address the serious deficiency of children without a 

CASA volunteer we have launched the Lift up a Child 

monthly giving campaign.  Our goal is to recruit, train and 

support enough volunteers to provide a CASA for each of 

those 500 children.  We are calling upon the community to invest in our most vulnerable children.  

Your monthly donation of $25-$100 will go a long way to helping ensure no child stands alone. 

 

The Lift Up A Child Campaign is the mechanism to making sure a CASA is available for a child as 

soon as they enter the legal and child welfare systems.  Every child who has experienced the trauma 

of being removed from their abusive family needs a person looking after them and advocating for their 

best interests. 

 

Children with a CASA:  

 Are more likely to find a safe, permanent home 
 Are half as likely to re-enter foster care 

 Experience greater success in school 
 Have a consistent adult presence in their life 

 Receive more timely and appropriate services to support them 
 

This invitation for you to become a sustaining donor allows a greater investment into the health and 

well-being of our community.  A child who has the opportunity to achieve a safe forever home will 

have the support they need to thrive, ultimately becoming a benefit to society. 

 

We hope you will join us by giving a monthly donation today.  I am for the child.  Please join me. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CASA Mission:  Through our volunteers, CASA of Marion County advocates for 

abused and neglected children who need safe and permanent homes. 

Imagine 


